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Souvenir of Beltola College Silver Jubilee Celebration Committee, 2011, Beltola,
Guwahati-28 edited by Mrigen Sarma and published by Silver Jubilee Celebration

Committee.
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MINISTER
SOCIAL WELFARE & JAIL, ETC.
Government of Assam
E-Block Ist Floor
Assam Sachivalaya
Telefax : 0361-2237003 (Off)
Residence Phone : 0361-2262258

AKON BORA

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the Beltola College, Guwahati is going to

organize their “Silver Jubilee Celebrations.”

I am also overwhelmed to learn that, in this auspicious occasion the Organizing Committee
is going to release their Souvenir to portray the capabilities and achievements of the students
as well as the Faculties.

By best wishes are with the entire person concerned in publishing the aforesaid volume. I

also wish the programme to be a great success.

- JAI HIND -

Siwg

(AKON BORA)
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Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, MA, LL.B, Ph.D.
MINISTER

Education, Health & Family Welfare and
Implementation of Assam Accord B mrwenlf™
GOVT. OF ASSAM

DISPUR, GUWAHATI-781006
PHONE :(0361) 2237301 (O)
2237012 (Fax)

2268419 (R)
E-mail:himantab@hotmail.com

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Beltola College, Guwahati is going to observe
its Silver Jubilee function with a two-day long programme w.e.f. 27th of December, 2011.

For any educational institution to have completed 25 years of glorious existence is
indeed a milestone in itself. Over the years the college has grown against all odds and has
become a prominent institute of higher learning in the greater Beltola area. As the celebration
unfolds one will be nostalgically reminded of the sacrifices made by philanthropists and
farsighted educationists and social workers of the locality for whom the institution has reached
its present stature. The august event will also provide a golden opportunity for the past pupils
and faculties to come together and share nostalgic memories of their association with the
institution.

That a souvenir I being published to commemorate this occasion is indeed praiseworthy.
It is hoped that the august publication will be richly adorned with interesting contributions
from avid contributors on wide range of topic and will make interesting reading.

I would like‘to convey my heartiest best wishes for the august publication as well as the

event,

(Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma)
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Ph. :491-361-2570412 (O)
Fax :+91-361-2700311
email : ve_gu@yahoo.in

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY
Gopinath Bardoloi Nagar
Guwahati-781014

Assam : India

Prof. O.K. Medhi

Vice-Chancellor
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Established President of BELTOLA COLLEGE
M.A., D.LLT. (Kharagur)
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Prof. Paresh Chandra Borah

Ph. : 2690234
HEAD OF THE ECONOMICS DEPTT. (RETD.)
NORTH GUWAHATI COLLEGE

P.O. COLLEGE NAGAR, GUWAHATI-31 Date : 14.11.2011

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure that the family of Beltola College and all local people together
are going to celebrate Silver Jubilee of the College on and from 27th and 28th Dec.’2011. The
College has a long history of 28 years from its establishment on 1983. I would like to congratulate

the College family and the all concerned people including local MLLA, MP and Ministers who

worked and sacrifice for the growth of the college.

I am absolutely certain that the college family and all other concerned people would keep

their sincere devotion to the College Silver Jubilee function and the future growth of the College.

I wish the function a grand success.

@O"U‘M/

Prof. Paresh Chandra Borah
President
G.B. Beltola College
Retd. H.O.D. Economics
North Gauhati College and
Ex-Chairman State selection Board
Assam
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EARLY INHABITANTS

OF ASSAM
(NORTH EAST INDIA)

Dr. Nishipad Dev Choudhury

The earliest inhabitants of Assam,
referred to as Mlecchhas and Asuras in some
early texts, were the Kiratas, Cinas and other
primitive tribes. The Kiratas or the Mongoloid
people were well-known to the vedic Aryans, and
they are mentioned in the Yajur and Ajharva
Vedas.' The Ramayana describes them as
wearing thick top-knots with conical heads,
golden in appearance, fair-looking and fierce.?
The army of Bhagadatta was composed of Cina
and Kirata soldiers, who were of yellowish
complexion, dwelling in the marshy regions near
the sea-shore.® The Visnu Purana*mentions the
Kirata as dwelling in marshy land. The Kalika
Purana® describes the earliest inhabitants of
Assam as Kirata with shavan heads and yellow
skins. They were strong, ferocious, ignorant and
were addicted to meant and liquor.

According to the Samhitas, the name
Kirata was applied to a people living in the
mountain-caves.® The Kiratas are designated as
‘foresters’, ‘barbarians’, ‘mountaineers’ in the
Puranas. The Kiratas are no other than
Mongolians.” The early settlement of these people
in Assam and their contribution to the culture of
eastern India are admitted by scholars.?

From the early proto-historic period,
Assam has served as the highway connecting

the rest of India with Southeast Asia, through
which many people of diverse ethnic groups,
having different cultural entities and speaking
various languages passed. These people
migrated to Assam at different times through
different routes. The possible routes of migrations
are: the northern passes of Bhutan, Tibet and
Nepal; the Assam-Burma routes on the eastern
side; the valleys of the western side formed by
the Brahmaputra-Gangetic plains; and the sea-
routes by the Bay of Bengal via Bengal and
Burma.®

The present day population of Assam may
be broadly divided into tribal and caste-groups.
The caste groups or non-tribal groups inhabiting
the valley of the Brahmaputra, are Caucasic in
origin, having sharp physical features and soopic
characters comparable to those of the Caucasic
people of parts of northern India.*® Among them
is observed a plano-cocipital brachy-cephalic
type, known as the Dinaric. Representative of the
long-headed leptorrnine of Mediterranean type
are also seen among the Brahmins, the
Kayasthas, the Kalitas the Keots etc." Of these,
the Kalitas are said to be the earliest immigrants,
and were the Aryan colonists of Assam.?

The actual period of the Aryan entry into
Assam is not known. The Aryans came to Assam
at an early period.* either through invasion or by
means of peaceful penetration. Assam’s early
contact with Aryan India is revealed by the
reference in the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. Kautilya's reference to Aryanized
place-names in Kamarupa shows that during the
Mauryan period, an Aryan wave entered the
land.** The reference in Brahmaputras,'® to
Pragjyotisa and the Lauhitya is important in
relation to the entry of the Aryans. The sources
from the Raghuvamsa, Yuan Chwang’s accounts
and the Puranas indicate that the Aryans in
Assam, at last in the Brahmputra valley, had
settled there in the 4"-5" cy. A.D.1®

The Kalika Purana states that Naraka was
responsible for the early settlement of the Aryans
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in the land. D.R. Mankad" takes Naraka as the
first Aryan ruler of Assam. After Naraka’s death,
Pragjyotisa was regarded as a part of Aryavarta
from the time of the epics, and it resulted in the
fusion of pre-Aryan and Aryan cultures in the
land.t® .

The Hara-Gauri Samvada associates
Bhagadatta with the settlement of hundreds of
Brahmaputra in Kamarupa.'® The Asuras (Non-
Aryans), the earliest occupants of the land, who
are referred to in the Vedic and Brahmanical
literature, are said by Banerji-Shastri,??to have
migrated from Assyria to India earlier than the
Aryans. They had conflicts with the Aryan people
in later period and they were pushed down by
the Aryans to the east and to the south.
“Jarasandha at Rajgir and Bhagadatta in
Pragjyotisa attest Asura individually through epic
days and later”, and the closing point in the history
of individual Asura chiefs centres round
Bhagadatta of Assam and North Bengal
(Pragjyotisa) and Jarasandha of Magadha.?!
From the excavation of Saradhakel and Kunjia
in Bihar, it is proved that the culture represented
by these so called Asura sites was an iron-using
one, and did not represent in any of its phases a
completely stone or copper assembleage.?
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It is responsible to inter that the culture'
may belong to a period earlier than 200 B.C.,,
and that the Aryans might have started
penetrating into Assam slowly.? ’_

~Again, if we are to believe M. Sastri,
according to whom, the Hastyayurveda.of
Palakapya was composed in the region prior to)
c. and 3" century B.C., this region was already
influenced by the Aryan culture, and the Sanskrit
language and literature already spread and was;
cultivated here by that period.

In the early centuries of the Christian era
high-class Aryan, such as Brahmanas, Kayasthas
and Kalitas came and settled in Assam. The
Nidhanpur copper plate grant also records that:
king Bhutivarman (6" cy.) granted a-special
Agrahara to more than 200 Brahmanas of various
gotras and vedasakhas for the promotion of vedic
religion and culture. Kamarupa became an
important centre of Brahmanical learning and
Kamarupa Brahmans were honoured with
donation of lands outside the kingdom, as found " ||
from the account of Yugan Chawang. From 6% |
cy. it became customary on the parts of the rulers
of Assam to create Agrahara settlements forthe: |
Brahmanas, and this royal policy was largely !

responsible for the settlement of the high class '

Aryans.?® 1

The Aryan speakers migrated to Assam
mostly from Madhyadesa of central India. A
succession of influences, ideas and cultures, '
continued to enter Assam down to the medieva| !
period.?®

The tribal groups consisted of the people
other than Aryans. They came to Assam in
different periods in various waves from different !
directions. G.A. Grierson deals with those tribeg
from the linguistic point of view.?” These tribes
are basically from two sub-families ; Austro-
Asiatic and Tibeto-Chinese. '

a) Austro-Asiatic:?® The Austro-Asiatic sub-
family is much more strongly represented in Indig
There is, first, the great Mon-khmar branch




spoken in Southeast India, of which there are
three representatives in Burma in the shape of
Mon, Khmar and a number of other minor forms
of speech belonging to Indo-China; and the
Nicobarese belong to this branch and seems to
form the connecting link between the Munda
language and the Mon.

From Indonesia in the south, came the
Mon-Khmers, who occupied a large part of further
India, including Assam. A Mon-Khmer language
is spoken in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills of
Meghalaya.

Khasi form an inland of Mon-khmer
speech, left untouched in the midst of an ocean
of Tibeto-Burman language, khastiis more or less
isolated from Burma & India, and has struck out
on somewhat independent lines apart from Mon,
Nicobarese & Munda.

Ethnologically, the Khasis are different
from the other hill tribes of Assam.? The Mons or
Palaungs still remain as the survivors of the
matriarchal society which is so characteristic of
the Khasis. In respect of some cultural traits also
they show strong affinity with the Mon-khmer
speakers of Southeast Asia. For instance, serpent
worship, which still survives amongst these
people in the form of Thien superstition, finds an
important place in the ancient religion of the Mons
& Khmers. In the cultural sphere, the Khasis are
related to the Mundas. Particularly the megalithic
culture, which was prevalent among the Khasis;
and similar customs were practised by the Hos
and Mundas, too.%

The Austro-Asiatic Mon-Khmer speaking
Khasis are said to be the earliest inhabitants of
Assam. The next wave, which entered Assam,
was the Tibet-Chinese family.

(b) The Tibeto-Chinese family?' :
Tradition & comparative philology agree in
pointing to Northeastern China between the
upper course of the Yang-tse and of the Hoang-
ho as the original home of the Tibeto-Chinese
invaders, each advancing in turn down the course
of one or more of the principal streams, the

Brahmaputra, the Chndwin, the Irrawaddy, the
Salwin, the Menam and Mekang. They drove out
their predecessors nearer to the sea-coast, or
into the mountain fastness which overlooked the
valleys.

The Tibeto-Chinese family is divided into
two sub-families, which are : the Tibeto-Burman
and the Siamese Chinese.?

The Tibeto-Burmans appear to have first
migrated from their orignal seat on the upper
course of the Yang-tse and Hoang-ho towards
the head-waters of the Irrawaddy and of the
Chindown. Thence, it is believed, some people
followed the upper course of the Brahmaputra
or the Tsanpo, north of the Himalayas, and
occupied Tibet. Some of these crossed the
watershed and occupied the hills on the southern
side of the Himalayan range right from Assam
and they met and mingled with others of the same
family who had wandered along the lower
Brahmaputra through the Assam valley. At the
great bend of the river near the present town of
Dhubri, they followed it to the south, and occupied
first the Garo Hills, and then Tippera (Tripura).
Some of them appear to have ascended the
valley of the Kapili and the neighbouring streams
into the hill country of the North Cachar, but the
mountainous tract between it and the Garo Hills,
the Khasi and the Jaintia hills, they failed to
occupy, and it still remains the home of the
ancient Man-Khmer people. Other members of
this Tibeto-Burman horde hailed at the head of
the Assam valley & turned south. They look
possession of the Naga Hills. Some of these
probably entered the eastern Naga country
directly, but others entered the western Naga
country from the south, i.e. Manipur.

Philologists have divided the Tibeto-
Barman sub-family into two main branches— the
Tibeto-Himalaya®® and the Assam-Burmese. 3
There is another branch, which is the north
Assam branch,¥ it occupied the hills north of the
Brahmaputra. These people are known as the
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Akas, the Daflas, the Abor-Miris & the Mishimi
tribes. '

The Assam-Burmese branch is further
divided into the following groups: The Bodo, the
Naga, the Kachin, the Kuki-chin, the Burma, the
Lodo-Moso and the Sak or Lul. The group of
tribes known as Bodo or Boro forms the most
numerous and important section of the non-
Aryan tribes of Assam. Linguistic evidence shows
that at one time they extended over the whole

of Assam, west of Manipur & Naga Hills,
excepting & Jaintia Hills.

(c) The Siamese-Chinese: The next invasion
took lace in A.D. 1228 by the speakers of the
Siamese-Chinese languages. They are
represented in India by one group viz., the Tais.
Among the tribal populations of Assam, Dr. B.
S. Guha* has observed three main elements,
namely, Negrito, Proto-Austroloid and
Mongoloid. On the basis of hair-form and some
aspects of material culture, Guha, Hutton and
Mills pointed to the existence of a Negrito strain
in Assam, more particularly among some of the
Naga tribes. But the presence of a Negrito racial
strain in India has become a disputed subject.
The recent works of Dr. S.S. Sarkar reveal that
the Kadars of Kerala, who were considered to
possess an essential Negrito character, belong
to the Veddas of the Australoid ethnic stock.
Without a complete and thorough study of the
Naga tribes, the Negrito racial strain cannot be
asserted.¥

The Mongoloid elements invariably
predominate among the tribal populations. The
Mongoloid (Tibeto-Burman groups) tribes may
cpnveniently be grouped under several heads
like the Bodo, the Naga, the Mizo-Kuki and
others. Among the Tibeto-Burman groups, the
most important is that of the Bodo tribes. The
term Bodo is used to denote a large number of
peoplg who speak Bodo language, and thus
there is a common affinity amongst the different
members of this group. The Bodos occupied the
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entire Brahmaputra valley and proved
themselves to be a powerful race in the earlie
time. They even extended their area
occupation to north Bengal, northern
Maimansing, North Cachar, Sylhet (Bangla
Desh) and Tripura. :

According to Keane,3® some Caucasi¢
elements are believed to have been brought to
Assam through Burma by a received as a result
or admixture with the Caucasic people.

The Bodos, with occupied a sufficiently
larger area, suffered much from external
pressure of the Ahoms from the east and of the:
Koch from the west. They were also invaded from
the south, they were pressed forward by their
co-tribesmen from these — the Kuki hordes left
the Lushai & Chin hills and migrated from south,
reaching Manipur, the Cachar plains &
particularly the hills of North Cachar, where the

population is now mixed, partly Bodo and partly
Kuki.




The Neolithic tools found in Assam as well
as Northeast India, are of similar type to those
that have been found in Southeast Asia & South
China, and the Assam specimens belong to the
general complex. The shouldered hoes, the
regular rectilinear variety, is confined to Naga and
North Cachar Hills, where it appears to be derived
from Burma. The irregular (curvilinear) variety, on
the other hand, is restricted to the Brahmaputra
valley, Khasi and Garo Hills where it appears to
be the local imitation of the regular variety found
in Naga and N.C. Hills. Both the regular and
irregular variations are common in the whole of
Southeast Asia as far as Hong-Kong. The Hon
edge is the commonest tool in Assam, Southeast
Asia and Yunnan. Splayed axe is fairly common
in Yunnan & other countries of Southeast Asia
and this presupposes the existence of metal
originals. The facetted and the shouldered tools
also appear to develop first in metal & these were
supposed to be copied in stone. The rounded bull-
axe is also known from Yunnan & Burma.*

The Assam Neolithic stone tools can be
classified into two groups— the first one including
tool types, is almost restricted to the various zones
of Assam, the second, one, including common
types wholly foreign, is identical with some of the
types of Yunnan and Burma, the shouldered tool

Reference :
Kiskindhya Kanda, Xl

Book Il. Il
Ch. 38, 39,104

ONOOAON

Kirata Janakrti, 1951.

©

1985, PP. 25-26.

being brought to India by the migration of the
Austro-Asiatics.

The eastern Neolithic culture,

distinguished by the occurrence of rounded-bull
axes and other specialised tools, the later
perhaps involving metallic technique of
manufacture, was inspired by the Neolithic &
later traditions in China & Southeast Asia. Both
in technique and form, these tools are different
from those of the southern Neolithic cultures.
Further, the associated ceramic industries of
each culture are basically different from those
of others. The two cultures are considered as
distinct entities.*
It may, therefore, be concluded that until definite
evidence of material cultures of these varied
groups, definitely linked up with them, are found
in proper archaeological context and their
relative chronological sequences are firmly
established, we cannot definitely say which of
the ethnic groups came to this region and settled
down first and which came later, since linguistic
and philological evidences gives us no proof of
the priority of any of these ethnic group as far
as their migrations to this region are
concerned.(d
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MARRIAGE SYSTEM
OF THE
SINGPHOWS

Rashmirekha Hazarika
Asstt. Prcf., Department of History

INTRODUCTION :

The Singphows are a hilly tribes of
Mongoloid origin. There is no written or otherwise
authentic document found till now to confirm site
of their earlier habitation. But the story goes that
their abode was in the hills known as Singra
Boom in Tibet and from there they scattered out
in several groups. Out of these groups, one went
to China, one Burma (now Myanmar), and the
rest came over to India and settled in the hilly
region.

The Singphows came to Assam around
1793-94 at the critical political juncture of
‘Moamaria rebellion’ during the reign of
Swargadeo Gaurinath Singha. But without any
opposition they settled on the bank of Buridehing
in Namrup and on the Tengapani — east of
Sadiya. When the Singphows made their first
appearance during the troubled time of Moamaria
rebellion, peasantry around the Buridehing and
Tengapani practically welcomed them as they
helped under their chief in restoring some
semblance of peace to the land ravaged by the
rebels. The Singphows also drove away the
Khamtis from the lowlands under the Patkai Hills
and established their influence in the regions of
the Buridehing and Tengapani. They caught the

{ o) '

attention of the British Rulers in 1825 when a
fresh wave of the tribe made its appearance from
beyond the Patkai.

Now-a-days the Singphows are living at
Tinsukia, Bahbari, Bisagaon, Bhitarpawani,
Dibang, Kumsai, Ulup, Ketetang, Sivasagar,
Lakhimpur, Jorhat, Golaghat and Karbi Anglong
in Assam and the Dewaniya Singphows are living
at Lohit and Sanglang District in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Singphows, one of the powerful tries
living in plains and hills of Assam, has the
glorious story to tell about their deep-rooted eco-
social and cultural aspects in greater Assamese
life.

Marriage System:

Several different customs are noticed to
be followed by the Singphows in their system of
marriage.

Selection of match :

It is not considered legal among the
Singphows to enter into matrimonial relation with
same caste or ‘Gotra’. But it is a general rule
that among sister’s kids and maternal uncles’
daughter is a good match for marriage. One
cannot establish marriage relations among the
kids of father’s sisters in their society, because
they are considered to be sharing the same
blood. These rules are now a little slackened
amongst the Singphows settled in the South.
Amongst the Singphows of the North if boys
refuse to marry mother’s sister’s daughter. It is
considered to hurt the girl’s parents sentiments
and one is allowed to marry elsewhere only after
paying a certain fine. The reason behind this that
if their daughter is not married according to their
custom they are actually deprived from the
assured dowry. The relations under which one
cannot enter into marriage are a) parents, b)
grandparents, c) children, d) grandchildren, e)
father's sister’s children, f) father's brother’s
children, g) and mother’s sister’s children. This
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rotation system of marriage is called ‘Khowang’
in their language [Singphow Jati aru Bisarajar
ltibritta — Jagat Sangma, Page 14].

Even if one belongs to separate sects of
sub groups, marriage between same group or
containing same ‘gotra name’ is prohibited. For
example, marriage is not allowed between
Sumlut sect of Moran branch and Sumlut sect
of Saji branch. They consider people from same
Gotra share the same blood. This means that
the Gotra name or origin of the sect(faid) came
into being much before they got divided into
sections of totamism. Perhaps because this sub
groups were formed very haphazardly many
sects(faid) were created. All the rulers or Gam
from any sect consider themselves to belong to
same race. So they do not have a separate sect.

Amongst the Sajis of Singphows, one
family can only get their daughter married to
another family, they cannot bring their daughters
as brides. Te first family can get their brides from
any other family except the first one. Molong,
Hapouyan, Laban, Mislu, Tawsi, Sinhong sects
cannot marry girls belonging to Sumlet sect.
They have to pick their brides from amongst
Numwoi, Hapukawan sects. There is no fixed
punishment for breaking the rules laid out for
marriage.

Practice of Polygamy :

There is no hindrance in polygamy but
no scope more than one husband for a woman.
As man outnumber woman by a large scale,
many males remain unmarried (lithase Sowara
Chasata Basar, Paga 560). Only the chiefs,
however, can afford to have many wives’-
[Arunachal Panorama, Page 190). Many even
marry maids brought in from other castes. But
the good side is that the maid’s offspring’s are
not at all looked down upon or considered
differently. A slave can marry a free Singphow
woman and their offsprings are considered free.
If a free man of Singphow community marries a
slave, he does not to give her anything as gift or

1 98

dowry, but her owner is to be honoured with some
items and he is considered as the father-in-law.

Widow Remarriage :

Another Rule related to marriage is —in
case of elder brother’s death, the younger ones
must marry the widow or elder ones in succession
in a family comprising of several male children
and untimely demise of the elder ones after
marriage there is the possibility of the younger
brother being left with several wives. In that case
if he is unable to look after all of them, he can
offer his next younger brother or if there is none,
to someone outside the family to keep the widows
as wives. But by rule, the deceased husband's
family is bound to provide food, shelter ang
necessities to a widow. If they are at all unable
then she leaves for her parental home. In thai
case, her husband'’s family is considered to have |
bef:ome indebted. That debtis paid eitherin cash
orinterm of blood (Singphow Janagosthi, Assam
Sahitya Sabha — page 17. Perhaps it mean that
one had to repay with menial labour). So, it is
e\{ldent that there is cent per cent measure of
w!dow marriage amidst the Singphows. The
widows are not pushed into helpless situation,

_ The reason for keeping several wives is
surmised to be that no one is left without a child,
as their population is less. Though there is scope
for more than one wife, actually there is only one
legal wife (Singphow Janagosthi, Assam Sahitya
Sabha - page 17). On getting permission from
husband’s family, a widow can re-marry someone
fr_om outside her husband's family t00. The
Singphows enjoy pretty good degree of freedom
In case of choosing their life partners.

Marriage Ritual :

There are two systems of marriages
amongst the Singphows. The first one is, by
performing the marriage rituals properly aftet
kidnapping the girl for namesake, and the second
one is by plainly kidnapping the girl. The firs!
method is more prevalent amongst the

-
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Sawa(king), the rich and the powerful. The
second one is followed by the common
Singphows. The first one is adapted from the
second one which is actually the original form.
As per Dr. Anderson, who served as an
administrator in the last decade of 19" century
in the Arunachal Pradesh and is an acclaimed
sociological, the initial phase of commencement
of marriage is to give the soothsayer some items
of clothing or jewelry of the desired girl or items
of clothing or jewelry kept to be offered to her
and calculate the future of the targeted girl. If
the forecast of the socthsayer is in favour, then
the groom sends a friend as messenger to a
respected to household in the village where the
bride resides. He will declare there which girl is
to be kidnapped for whom and shown for gifts
sent by the prospective groom. The gifts are fixed
as per the social status of the bride. If the
presents are not considered to be satisfactorily
sufficient, then the middleman (Songtung in
Singphow dialect) will discuss the requirements.
If it is not possible to manage before marriage
then it is agreed upon to be arranged as soon
as possible after the marriage. The middleman
will bring the fiancée to his home on some pretext
and from there she is literally kidnapped by some
people engaged by the groom. On the following
morning, the (Songtung middleman) informs the
parents of the bride and shows the presents. If
they are satisfied with the offerings, they will
accept otherwise they will set out in search the
kidnapped daughter. The girl can be brought
back if the marriage is not performed as per their
custom following the rituals or till they start
staying as husband and wife. If marriage has
already been performed following the customary
rituals, the parents are to accept the relation.
Dr. Maheswar Neog, an authority on
Assamese language, literature, culture &
scriptology, an eminent orientalist, former
Sectional President of All India Oriental
Conference, in his article in the book titled
‘Asamar Janajati’ (edited by Pramod Ch.

ng

Bhattacharjya) has stated that —“Singphow enjoy
a great degree of freedom in selecting their
matches. If an youth chooses a young lady as
his bride, he will offer her parents with a khamti
da (a kind of chopper), a velvet jacket, a silk
dhoti (a five yard long cloth worn by males on
the lower part of body) and a sieve (known as
bahatiya). The wealthy ones offer gold and silver
too and as many slaves (bahatiya) as they can
manager. Moreover, the groom has to treat the
members, relatives and friends of the bride’s
family to a sumptuous feast. The bride is handed
over to the groom after the Deodhai (priest)
performs some rituals. The ornaments and
jewelry worn by the bride earlier is taken off and
deposited back with the bride’s parents’. Itis clear
from the abovementioned facts that the groom
had to spend quite a fortune to please the bride’s
family in terms of gifts and the feast.

To arrange a marriage as per custom and
ritual, the Singphows send two people carrying
Singphow /aopani (home made brew) and
clothings to the Songtung (middleman) and
offers a formal proposal for the relation.
Thereafter, they together with the Songtung
approaches the parents of the bride. They
discuss in detail regarding the dowry to be paid
and if agreed upon, invites neighbours and
friends for a treat of /laopani. Consent is not
enough from the girl in question. The parents
consent is considered to be the last word
[Singphow Janagosthi — Assam Sahitya Sabha
— Page 18]. There is no fixed time limit regarding
how long before the actual marriage the
finalisation of relationship is to be agreed upon.
The groom remains in his house but sends as
many they friends and relatives as possible (both
male & female) to songtung's house first. Picking
him up from his residence, they set for the bride’s
house. The bride wears fine clothings and silver
jewelry as per status Tumsa (the village
soothsayer) will pick up two lady companions
for her over some ritualistic calculation. Clothes
in two baskets, a few spears and daos (chopper)
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are packed off with the bride. The new pair is
provided with such gifts by their parents to start
off a fresh life; other items as dowry are given
later as per convenience. The bride, her two
friends and other people assembled there goes
first to Songtung’s house. Tumsa sacrifices some
animals to please the Gods and calculates the
auspicious moment to commence the journey.
Thereafter the bride is taken and made to sit near
the groom. Tumsa makes a sort of carpet of fresh
green grass and lays it along from the place the
bride is sitting to groom'’s home. After a bout of
blessing by the elders the house deity is
worshipped by pouring sheroo (a special brew
fermented solely for the purpose) and water on
its idol. A sunga (a container made out of whole
bamboo) of laopani (home made brew) is also
tied in front of the alter. After sometime, the
contains of the sunga is poured upon the
congregation. A pig and a foul are sacrificed in
front of the deity and the blood is sprinkled on
the carpet of grass laid down by the Tumsa that
leads to the groom’s abode. Some blood is also
sprinkled on the bride. Thereafter, the bride,
accompanied with the two bridesmaids, walk over
the grass carpet carrying the baskets from the
bride’s parents home to grooms house. There
they worship the house deity again with boiled
eggs, ginger and dried tender juice leaves. The
formal marriage ceremony ends here, The groom
has no part to play in it. The bride remains in her
groom’s parents room till the feast arranged at
night. During dinner, the groom and the bride
has to feed each other a few fistfuls of food. The
feast s practically over late at night amidst great
chaos and free flowing laopani.

. . To be clear about the kidnapping aspect
in their marriage it is generally observed that
younger girls are generally kidnapped. If the girl
is brought without the consent of her parents,
two friends of the groom plays the part of the
bridesmaid pair as none from the girl’s side
comes forward. The bride does not wear a veil,
if someone’s wife is kidnapped, the affected

husband is to be compensated with adequate
number of slaves, buffaloes, dhoti, dao, money
or beasts. Otherwise, the guilty is considered
outcaste. No one is imposed in case of
kidnapping of spinsters, but if she bears a son
out of the union, the father gets it. The privilege
of marrying her, i.e. giving her wife's status solely
lies on the body’s father.

A very uncommon culture that was
prevalent amongst the Singphows as recorded
by some authors is that the young couple was
allowed to copulate to test their virility and fertility.
Marriage was performed only if they are satisfied
with each other, if they do not consider each other
agood match, the chapter ends there. There was
no special consideration for sanctity of woman
amongst them, if one became pregnant before
marriage was performed, the girl was kept at the
youth’s house till her delivery and the youth |
sacrificed a full and a boar to worship house gods
for both the families. Moreover, the boy offered
the parents of the girl several items of clothings

Relationship is established amongst th
Dowas i.e rulers or chieftains of the Singphows
akin to political bonds established between th
rulers of the countries by entering into marita J
relationships within the royal families.

There is no system of child marriage;
amongst the Singphows. Minors are not;
kidnapped.

Nat-gun their House Deity :

To avoid marriage within the same sect,
the Singphows have unique names to Nat-guns
(house-deity) for each sect. it is a closely guarded
secret. Even when someone remains far away
for a certain period or settles elsewhere lone ago,
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the identification of Nat-guns is a must before
fixing the marriage.

The culture of the Singphows here only
a couple of centuries back, had added to the
colourful cultural diversity of the region. Being
somewhat reticent and less exposed to formal
education, because they by habit choose the
inner areas as their habitat, there is still enough
scope to study in details about the tribe that lacks
a formal history till date. It will also give us deep

insight into the system of our neighbouring
countries from which they migrated. O

[This is partly text from the research paper
submitted and read out on the first day of the
two day National Level Seminar held on 27" and
28" June 2008 at our college and held under the
aegis of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of
Asiatic Studies, Kolkata]
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Pankaj Kr. Kalita
Astt. Professor, Deptt. of English

7

My ship, my ship only my ship
Sailing on the sea
Suddenly sinks and my heart beats fast
As it sinks like the Titanic

But it suddenly hurries me back
The words of Ernest Hemingway

— “A man can be destroyed,

but never defeated.”
Then | make up as if it alarms
the clock :
Because it reminds me.

The words of Ulysses : To strive,

to seek, to find and not to yield. < <
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COMPUTER EDUCATION

H # 3, ALM COMPLEX;APURBA SINHA PATH, ZOO-ROAD,
PH: 9864018073; 9864040824, 9577783763

COURSES

1. CERTIFICATE IN COMPUTER APPLICATION
(Windows, MS Office, Internet)

2. DIPLOMA IN COMPUTER APPLICATION

3. CERTIFICATE IN TALLY (5.4,6.3,7.2,8.1, 9.0 & ERP 9)

4. DIPLOMA IN INDUSTRIAL ACCOUNTING

5. MASTER DIPLOMA IN ACCOUNTS & FINANCE

6. CERTIFICATE IN SPOKEN ENGLISH

7. DIPLOMA IN CPD

8. CERTIFICATE IN DESKTOP PUBLISHING(DTP)

9. ADVANCE EXCEL

10. DIPLOMA IN HARDWARE & NETWORKING

We promise we will teach you the Best Courses required for your job
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Sl
No.

SPONSORING COMMITTEE, BELTOLA MAHAVIDYALAYA
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Designation

President

Vice President

General Secretary

Joint Secretary

Treasurer

Member Executive
Committee

Member
Executive
Committee

Name & Address

Shri Keshab Chandra Sarma
M.A,, D.LLT. (Kharagpur)
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Prof. Rajen Mahanta
M.A., 6th Mile, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Shri Abani Kumar Bhattacharjee
M.Com., Rukminigaon
Guwahati-781022

Shri Munindra Chandra Mahanta
B.A., Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Dr. Dharanidhar Das
B.V.Sc. & H.M.S. (Kans)
P.G. (Poland), Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Dr. Gunindra Kumar
Roychoudhury, Ph.D.
Professor’s Colony
Farm Gate, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Shri Dwijendra Nath Sarma
M.A,, Dip (Holland)
M.S. (Sc.) Stockholm

Occupation

Business

Professor & Head of the Deptt.,
Sanskrit, Cotton College
Guwabhati ?

Sr. Research Officer,
Deptt. of Public Entreprise
Govt. of Assam, Dispur f

Sub-Accountant,
Assam Co-operative
Apex Bank Ltd., Guwahati

Joint Director, Institute of
Vety. Biologicals, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Prof. Head of the Deptt. of Vety.
Deptt. of Vety. Medicine
College of Vety. Science

Assam Agril. University
Khanapara

Officer on Special Duty,
Deptt. of Public Enterprises,
Govt. of Assam

Dispur, Guwahati-781006

| wl :
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Member
Executive
Committee

Member

Executive Committee

Member

Member

Member
Executive
Committee

Member

Member
Executive
Committee

Member
Executive
Committee

Member

Shri Padma Dhar Barua
B.Com., Jatia, Kahilipara
Road, Guwahati-781006

Dr. Pratul Goswami, M.B.B.S.
D. Phil (Gau), Ph.D., Rukminigaon
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Promod Kumar Das
M.Sc., (London), Hengrabari
Guwahati-781006

Dr. Mohendra Mohan Thakuria

M.B.B.S,, 6th Mile, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Dr. Abdus Sattar
GV. Sc, FR.V.C.S.
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Anirudha Pathak
M.A,, Hatigaon
Guwahati-781009

Dr. Harendra Nath Sarma
M.S. (USA), Ph.D.

Shri Biswanath Das
Ganeshguri, Dispur
Guwahati-781006

Shri Durga Ram Das
Rukminigaon
Guwahati-781022

Senior Research Officer
Directorate of Economics &
Statistics, Assam,
Guwahati781003

Professor of Bio-Chemistry
Gauhati Medical College
Guwahati

Public Analyst to the
Govt. of. Assam
Guwahati-781021

Medical & Health Officer
Khanapara, State Dispensary
Guwahati-781022

Deputy Director
ICDP & F.S.C., Govt. of Assam
Guwahati-781022

Branch Manager

ARTFED, Ambari
Guwahati-781001

Dean, Faculty of Vety. Sc.
Assam Agricultural University

Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Social Worker

Social Worker

(AT TZRAITT TN &S] 9 - 3099



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Member
Executive
Committee

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member
Executive
Committee

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Md. Abdul Aziz
Panjabari '
Guwahati-781022

Shri Surendra Nath Raimedhi
6th Mile, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Shri Tarun Chandra Deka, M.A.

Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Nripendra Talukdar
Central Diary
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Hari Nath
Clo. Cotton College

. Guwahati-781001

Sri Sailendra Kumar Barua
M.A., Rukminigaon
Guwahati-781029

Sri Promod Kumar Barman
B.A. Rukminigaon
Guwahati-781022

Shri Gauri Kanta Das
Rukminigaon

Shri Probin Bora, M.A.
Sorumotoria, Guwahati-6

Md. Taser Ali
Darandha, Guwahati-22

Shri Jatiram Gaonbura
Gaonbura, Rukminigaon
Guwahati-781022 .

Gaonbura
Social Worker

Govt. Service

Social Worker

Govt. Service

Govt. Service

Govt. Service

Govt. Service

Social Worker

Agriculturist

Central Govt. Service

Gaonbura, Darandha
Cultivator

Gaonbura
Rukminigaon Cultivator

wi -
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Shri Purna Sargiwari
Rukminigaon, Guwahati-781022

Shri Bansi Ram Boro
6th Mile, Khanapara
Guwahati-781022

Shri Nirod Kumar Das

B.A.B.L., Advocate, Motoria
Guwahati-781006

Shri Prabin Barua, M.A.
Sarumataria, Guwahati-781006

Shri Dhiren Lingdoh
Patarkuchi, Beltola
Guwahati-781022

Shri Pitambar Teron
Chachal Gaon
Guwahati-781022

Shri Abdul Malek
Darandha,Guwahati-781022

Shri Lalit Teron
Hengrabari, Guwahati-781006

Shri Sashi Borgohain
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Sashi Garo
Patarkuchi, Guwahati-781022

Shri Labanya Das
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Social Worker &
Business

Social Worker &
Agriculturist

Advocate
High Court

Govt. Service

Social Worker

Social Worker &
Agriculturist

Ward Councillor

Municipal Corporation

Social Worker

Social Worker

Social Worker

Social Worker

|
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40.

4].

42,

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Shri Ambu Bora
Janasadharan Press
Ganeshguri Tiniali
Dispur, Guwahati-781006

Shri Golap Mazumdar, B.A.
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Nandi Mikir
Chachal, Guwahati-781022

Shri Mohendra Garo
Bangaon, Guwahati-781006

Sri Suren Patra
Beltola, Guwahati-781022

Shri Biman Hazarika, B.A.
Khanapara Guwahati-781022

Shri Gunaram Bora
Hatigaon, Guwahati-781006

Shri Biraj Chakrabarty, B.A.
Khanapara Guwahati-781022

Shri Dasarath Barman
Ganeshguri, Basistha, Guwahati-5

Shri Dasuram Kalita, B.A.
Ganeshguri, Basistha, Guwahati

Smti. Kamal Kumari Barua, M.A.
Lotakata, Basistha
Guwabhati-781022

Social Worker

Govt. Service

Social Worker

Social Worker

Social Worker

Social Worker

Social Worker

Headmaster
Ganeshmandir High School
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Parikha Sashib
Rastrabhasa Prasar Samiti
Guwabhati

Govt. Service

Ex-Minister of Education
Assam

[_ﬂ
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FIRST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
BELTOLA MAHAVIDYALAYA
KHANAPARA, GUWAHATI- 781022

1. President
2. Vice-President
3. General Secretary

4. Joint Secretary

5. Treasurer
6. Member
7. Member
8. Member
9. Member

Shri Keshab Chandra Sarma, M.A.
D.LLT. (Kharagpur)
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Prof. Rajen Mahanta, M.A.
6th Mile, Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Abani Bhattacharjee, M.Com.
Rukminigaon, Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Munin Ch, Mahanta, B.A.
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Dr. Dharanidhar Das, B.V.Sc. & A.H.
M.S. (Kans), P.G. (Poland) -
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Dr. Gunindra Kumar Roychoudhury
Ph.D. Professor’s Colony, Farm Gate
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Dwijendra Nath Sarma, M.A. DIP
(Holland), M.S.Sc. (Stockholm)
Motoria, Guwahati-781006

Shri Padma Dhar Barua, B.Com.
Jatia, Kahilipara Road
Guwahati-781006

Dr. Pratul Goswami, M.B.B.S., D. Phil. (Gau), Ph.D.
Rukminigaon, Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

(]
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Vacant

Vacant

Vacant

Vacant

' .Dr. Mohendra Mohan Thakuria, M.B.B.S.
6th Mile, Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Dr. Abdus Sattar, G.V.Sc., FR.V.C.S.
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Dr. Harendra Nath Sarma, M.S. (USA), Ph.D.
Khanapara, Guwahati-781022

Shri Biswanath Das
Ganeshguri, Dispur, Guwahati-781006

Shri Pramod Kumar Das, M.Sc.
Hengrabari, Guwahati-781022

Md. Abdul Aziz
Panjabari, Guwahati-781022

Principal of the College
One donors representative

One Representative from the teaching staff

—
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BELTOLA COLLEGE GOVERNING BODY

(2009)
President - Prof. Paresh Ch. Borah
Secretary/Principal - Dr.'Dipalee Ojah
Members - Sri Narendra Nath Taye
Sri Basistha Krishna Charan
Sri Anil Neog

Smti. Lalita Devi

Sri Dinesh Ch. Bhattacharyya
Dr. Tarini Kr. Dutta

Jeshmin Bahar

Mrigen Sarma

Khargeswar Thakuria

Eﬂ
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PRINCIPALS OF THE COLLEGE

Sri Dhruba Nanda Choudhury, M.A.

Sri Dilip Sarma, M.A.

Lt. Sashi Dhar Goswami, M.Sc.
Sri Sura Chandra Sinha, M.A.

Sri T.N. Borkotoky, M.A.
Pijush S.Boraha, M.A.
Hazarat Bhuyan, M. A.
Sitara Jahan, M.A.

Dr. Deepali Ojha, M.A., Ph.D.

(1983-86)
(1987)

" (1987-92)

(1992-94)
(1994-95)
(1995)

(1995-1996)
(1996-2009)
(2009-

GENERAL SECRETARY OF

BELTOLA COLLEGE STUDENTS’ UNION

Naren Konwar
Rajendra Kalita
Sadananda Rajbongshi
Nareswar Das
Bhabesh Goswami
Dimbeswar Das
Dilip Sarma

Md. Anuwar Hussain
Niranjan Kalita
Gopal Medhi
Bhupen Barman
Milan Das

Paban Kalita

Zakir Hussain

Kamal Mahanta
Naba Kalita
Deepjyoti Das

(1988-89)
(1989-90)
(1990-91)
(1991-92)
(1992-93)
(1993-94)
(1994-95)

(1995- )
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TEACHING STAFF

SI. No.

Designation/Departments

Name of the Employee

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.

Principal

Deptt. of Assamese

Deptt. of English

Deptt. of Hindi

Deptt. of Economics

Deptt. of Education

Deptt. of Political Science

Deptt. of History

Deptt. of Philosophy

()

Dr. Deepali Ojah, M.A., Ph.D

Mrigen Sarmah, M.A. (Double) M.Phil.
Bharati Devi, M.A.

Bhaskar Patgiri, M.A. NET

Pankaj Kalita, M.A.
Kamaruj Jaman, ML A.

Priyanka Basumatary, M.A., NET, M.Phil

Dibyajoti Deka, M.A., SLET, M.Phil
Ramesh Rai M. A.

Eli Kumari Das, M.A., M.Phil
Sadhana Kalita, M.A.
Himangshu Das, M.A.

Jashmin Bahar, M.A. M.Phil

Mofida Begum, M.A
Dulal Hazarika, M.A. SET

Dhrijumoni Das M.A.
Arup Kalita, M.A. M.Phil
Kartik Kalita, M.A. NET

Himadree Sarma, M.A. M. Phil
Rashmi Rekha Hazarika, M.A.
Tarun Datta, M.A. M.Phil

Bharatj Bhattacharjee, M.A.
Barnalj Mohan, M.A.
Rumi Barman, M.A M.Phil

([T TRARGITH TR TG} 99 - 3033



OFFICE STAFF

Designation Name of the Employee
Head Assistant Khargeswar Thakuria
Munindra Kalita
Sailen Medhi
LDA Sapurna Sharmah
Nayanmoni Choudhury
Amar Das
Anil Baishya
Peon Narayan Patar
Meera Sarkar (Murmu)
Night Chowkidar Sukleswar Rabha
Laboratory Bearer Sahidul Islam
LIBRARY STAFF
Librarian Palashi Devi
Library Asst. Anjana Pathak
Library Bearer Pradip Deka

,@,
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Shri Tarun Gogoi
Hon'ble Chief Minister
Assam

ASSAM AGRICULTURE "/

© The growth of GDP in agriculture sector has increased from 1.7 9 in 2006-07 to

@ Achieved the all time high production of rice at 50.86 lakh MT in 2010-11.

@ During the last two years Assam has witnessed considerable increase in production
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Shri Nilamani Sen Deka
Hon'ble Minister, Agriculture,
Horticulture & FP and

An OverView Of aChievements Parliamentary Affairs, Assam
in last few years :

6.6 %in 2010-11

of food grains. The state produced 52.31 lakh MT food grains in the year 2010-11
which was 15 % higher than that of previous record.

© The productivity of rice has also risen to 1969 Kg./Ha. as compared to earlier record
of 1765 Kg. / Ha.

© Productivity of food grains increased significantly from 1298 Kg. / Ha. in 2006-07 to
1883 Kg./Ha.in 2010-11. _
Assam has been ranked first for performance in rice production amongst all the
states with a score of 93 points out of 100 by Ministry of Agriculture, Government
of Indiain 2010-11.

© The state got highest rank for best performance in producing food grains amongst
Category-Il states by scoring ‘93 out of 100 by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of India, 2010-11.

© The Department has created irrigation potential of 6.15 lakh hectares through
installation of 2,85,130 Shallow Tube Wells, 22,229 Nos. of Low Lift Pump sets etc.

© 5,363 Nos. of Tractors and 19,745 Nos. of Rower Tillers have heen distributed to
farmers in form of mechanization.

® Rs. 2204.00 crores of Crop loan has been pryvided to farmers through distribution
of 8,38,870 Nos, of Kisan Credit Cards, ¥ A
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